
Ray Johnson, Post 44

April 2018 Our Mission is Service to Veterans, Their Families and Our Community

Present Arms!

Post Contributions to the Community

Recently the Post made the following 
contributions to organizations in our 
community:

• $200 to the Ridgeview High School Booster Club for their 
“Safe and Sober” program for the graduating seniors.

• $1,200 to the Redmond Senior Center to assist with their on-
site lunch and meals-on-wheels programs

• $500 to Warm Springs Post 48 and Auxiliary Unit 48 for their 
“Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Parade and Expo.”  

Your Post needs your help

We have held two of the three rounds of nominations for 
the 2018/2019 Post officers.  As has happened all too often, 
only a few members have stepped up to accept a nomination, 
and in most cases have had to take more than one role.  With 
over 270 members in the Post, this is a very poor showing of 
support.   The final round of nominations and the elections will 
take place at the regular Post meeting April 12 at 6:00 p.m.  It is 
not too late to come out and become an active member of Post 
44. Besides the officer positions there are several committees 
that need chairs.

Gus Oberg, Post 44 Adjutant

April is Children and Youth month. The post 
has boy's state and the auxiliary has girl's state 
to plan.

We need to start thinking about the 
oratorical program in the fall.

We have started committee work on cow 
pasture golf on July 14 and Wreaths Across 
America in December.

There is around 1100 Veterans in the two 
cemeteries and we would like to have wreaths 
for all graves. Our fundraising group ID: is 
OR0027P location ID: for Redmond cemetery is 
ORRRMC and Terrebonne Pioneer Cemetery is 
ORTPCR

We need help with our programs. Some take 
only 3 or 4 hours a month to do the planning.
Call me for more info. 541-280-5225.

Larry

Honor Guard
The Honor Guard had a quiet period last month with no funerals to attend. We are still looking for new members 
to join us in honoring our fallen comrades and their families. The more active members we have the more we can 
schedule events and allow time off for others.

March Events:

❖ Presented Colors for the USAF Commanders Jazz Ensemble at the Tower Theater.
❖ Honor Guard Meeting at American Legion Post 44
❖ TAPS ceremony at Redmond Hospice (4:30 p.m.) and Redmond Memorial Cemetery (5:00 p.m.). We will also be 

placing flags at Gov. Tom McCall’s gravesite for Tom McCall Day on March 22.

Upcoming Events in April:

16 - Honor Guard Meeting at VFW Post 4108
18 - TAPS ceremony at Redmond Hospice (4:30 p.m.) and Redmond Memorial Cemetery (5:00 p.m.).
28 - Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Parade and Expo at Warm Springs.

Don DeLand
Honor Guard Chairperson



ALR Meeting April 7, noon at AL Post 44.  
We will conclude our nominations and 
vote our new officers.  We will present 
the out come of our voting at the Post 
E-Board meeting on Monday April 9.  We 
will also be discussing plans on our Ride 
For The Alive in June.  So we can try to 
get some posters made up.

.
Bob Baker (Bake); Director
American Legion Riders
Post 44, Redmond, OR

Due to misdirection, mislabeling, and 
misunderstanding, this letter was sent to us 
but just recently received.  We are sharing it 
with you.

CALLING FOR HELP

Hello my friends. I am addressing you to 

request your help in upcoming events.  It is 

not fair that the same handful of people 

continue to step up and help with events 

that take place at the Post.  

Please try to attend the next Ladies 

Auxiliary meeting on April 12 at 6 p.m. and 

see how you can get involved.

Jennifer Ivey, Auxiliary President



Mercy Class Hospital Ship:
• Built in 1907 as SS Saratoga for the Ward Line of 

New York City, by William Cramp and Sons, 
Philadelphia, PA.

• Acquired by the War Department in 1917, for 
service as a transport, commissioned USAT Saratoga

• Purchased by the Navy from the War Department, 
27 September 1917

• Converted to a Hospital Ship at New York Navy Yard, 
Brooklyn, N.Y.

• Commissioned USS Mercy, 24 January 1918
• USS Mercy served along the US East Coast until 

November 1918, then began the first of four trips to 
France to bring home casualties of the just-
concluded First World War fighting

In the 1920 federal census his parents Albert and Jennie 

along with his older brother Robert were living on Tenth 

Street in Redmond. 

With today’s technological advancements, Gus Oberg 

reported he has built a family tree for Ray Johnson on 

Ancestry.com and hopes that he may be able to make a 

connection with a living relative.  Ray had an older brother 

who had children.  Hopefully, he can get a photo of Ray.
Ray is buried in the “old section” of 

the Redmond Memorial Cemetery

More about the life of Albert Ray Johnson, the namesake of our Post

Ray joined the Navy on 26 May 1917 in Portland, Oregon,  He died aboard the USS Mercy 15 April 1918

Official ledger recording Ray Johnson’s deathOfficial Navy records on death of Ray Johnson

A night of bunco was filled with a lot 

of fun and comraderie.  Making new 

friends and teaching some a new game.

The Good of the Legion: 

Commander Roshak introduced Susan Guerin, her daughter 

Jacquelyn, and A.J. Atencio from Warm Springs Post and Unit 

48. Susan spoke about the upcoming 3rd Annual Welcome 

Home Vietnam Veterans Parade and Expo that is scheduled for 

April 28 in Warm Springs. Custom-made coins will be 

presented to those veterans participating in the event. Susan 

presented a 2017 coin to Jack Newcomb after he stated that he 

did not receive one last year. Susan said that interviews of 

Vietnam vets will be held at Post 44 soon. A local radio station 

will record then broadcast these interviews of any those who 

wish to participate – she needs to know who is interested ASAP. 

Susan closed by requesting a donation from Post 44 to match 

the donation from the Riders.



Rest in Peace Donald Keith
Donald Allen Keith’s Memorial service will be held on April 
15, 2018 at 1 p.m. at the VFW in Redmond. Donald Keith 

was born in July 22, 1940 and passed on February 7, 2018.    
Donald was a long-time member of the VFW, American 

Legion, and Band of Brothers.  

Karaoke Family Fun Night:  Saturday, April 7 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. This will be continuing on the first Saturday of every month 

until further notice. Bring a dish for a potluck dinner fun night. This is a kid friendly event. There will be music, dancing and karaoke. We 

have two pool tables and a dart board for adults. We will have games for the kids. There is a full bar if you would like to purchase 

something to drink. Just remember to drink responsibly. Feel free to bring your friends and/or family. There is no cover charge.

3rd Annual Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Parade & Expo: Saturday, April 28; parade at 11:00 a.m.; Lunch and honor ceremony at 

12:00 p.m.; Expo 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.; being held in Warm Springs. Come celebrate our Vietnam heroes. This is a free event, however 

pre-registration for the parade is required. For registration and more info log onto: www.wsala48.org

Upcoming/future events for 2018: 

• May 1 is May Day

• May 5 is Cinco de Mayo

• May 13 is Mother’s Day
• May 19 is Armed Forces Day

• May 26 to 28: Memorial Day events/activities by our Post each day; info to follow later



JROTC Team Victorious 
As published in The Redmond 

Spokesman, the JROTC Team Was 

Victorious:  The Redmond High Junior 

ROTC won two Cascade Mountain 

League all-service championships 

March 10 in Salem, according to a 

district news release.  The events 

combine multiple drill team events, two 

classes of air rifle marksmanship and a 

physical training team competition.  

The Redmond team placed in the top 

five of every category at the 14 teams 

event, which featured teams from 

Oregon and Washington.  Redmond 

also won the league’s Sportsmanship 
Award, which was voted on by league 

coaches, instructors, evaluators, 

scorers, and other league officials.

Changes to Bingo
Walt Winter reported that he has made 
changes to the five bingo programs and 
added a sixth one. It has been a couple 
of years since any changes have been 
made and the players were getting a 
little bored.  So come and try your luck.


